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Superintendent’s Message 
 
 
Welcome back to the 2020-21 school year!  As you are well aware, the entire Argyle 
CSD school community has spent the last 6+ months working together to ensure a 
safe and successful return to in-person instruction here at ACS. 
 
Well, as we near the end of our first quarter of instruction, I’m pleased to report 
that our collective efforts have paid off!  While things here in school are certainly 
different than they were just a year ago, we have been able to return to everyday in
–person learning for all of our students.  It’s important to point out that Argyle is 
one of  only a few schools in the area with the physical space, the student enroll-
ment, the staffing, the transportation, and the school-community support to make 
the return to in-person instruction possible. 
 
At the same time, we realize that not every student or every family felt/feels com-
fortable returning to in-person instruction at the school.  To address these con-
cerns, the district offers our students the option to participate either in-person or 
remotely (by using their devices).  While making this happen is not an easy task, I 
couldn’t be more proud of how our faculty, staff, students, and parents have all ris-
en to the challenge to make this a productive learning experience for all of our stu-
dents.   
 
Now, don’t get me wrong—things are not perfect, and things certainly are different, 
but to date, there hasn’t been anything we haven’t been able to put our heads to-
gether and work through! 
 
Being a school, our obvious mission is to provide for the education of our children; 
at the same time, responding to the challenges of this pandemic has reminded us 
that the health and safety of our students and their families continue to be a top 
priority here at Argyle.  There is no doubt, we spend a lot more time and effort each 
day ensuring our building is cleaned and disinfected than we ever have before; 
these efforts include increased cleaning and disinfection of our building throughout 
the day, disinfection of our buses every day, and each classroom, bathroom, and 
hallway being disinfected—or deep cleaned—each night by our custodial staff. 
 
I would also like to offer a note of gratitude to our students and their families.  On 
behalf of the entire district, thank you for continuing to complete your daily health 
screening forms, for making the commitment to transport your children to and 
from school each day, and for working with us to ensure our students understand 
and follow all of our new safety requirements—your patience and your partnership 
really has made a tremendous difference during our on-going reopening efforts. 
 
If there is one thing I’ve learned in responding to the challenge of re-opening our 
school it is that it will require all of our on-going collective efforts to ensure the Ar-
gyle Central School District continues to provide outstanding educational opportu-
nities in a safe and supportive environment. 
 
Stay safe and stay healthy. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael Healey, Superintendent of Schools 
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Secondary Principal’s 
Message  

Susan Passaro  

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
As always, once we settle into the fall routine, the 
weeks start to fly by.  As I speak to students in the 
hallways, at the buses, and in the lunchroom, they are 
feeling more settled in and confident every week.  Alt-
hough this is not a typical year, I’m constantly im-
pressed by the way our students have adapted to the 
changes we have had to make.  They are wearing 
masks as directed, following new procedures, and be-
coming better at troubleshooting the inevitable tech-
nology challenges. 
 
Five week reports have been sent home.  Please re-
view them with your children, and contact the school 
with any questions or concerns.  We want to maintain 
a rigorous, standards-based program, so whether your 
child is learning in school or remotely, we want him/
her to be connected, involved, and successful.  The 
parent portal is a great way to monitor your child’s 
grades.  Please call or email if you need help setting 
up access. 
 
Teachers are working on creating a virtual Open 
House to replace the usual October in-person event.  
We will send out the details once it is ready for view-
ing.  I would like to remind you that your son/
daughter may participate remotely if he/she is absent 
from school, but well enough to attend virtually.  This 
is a great way to stay current with assignments and 
classwork. 
 
Thank you for your support at home.  Please contact 
me if you have any questions, comments, or sugges-
tions; your input is most welcome. 

OPERATION SANTA 
CLAUS 

 
Can you believe it is time to start thinking 
about Christmas?  ACS will once again par-
ticipate in the OSC program.  If you know of 
a family that would qualify for this assistance 
(clothing, food, and toys), please notify Kim 
Humiston at 518-638-8243, ext. 504 or email 
humiston_k@argylecsd.org for an applica-
tion.  Applications are also available on the 
school website (www.argylecsd.org).  Even if 
you received this service previously, you 
must still apply each year.  Applications are 
due by November 6, 2020. 
 
Other options for assistance include the Sal-
vation Army , Family Services Association, 
and Marine Corps for toys.  You cannot apply 
to more than one agency for the same ser-
vice.   
 
In the past, we have had individual families 
and organizations anonymously “adopt” a 
family by purchasing food, clothing, and/or 
toys.  If you would be interested in adopting 
one of the OSC families this year, please con-
tact Kim Humiston at 518-638-8243, ext. 
504 or email humiston_k@argylecsd.org by  
November 6, 2020. 
 
Thank you to all who generously give to help 
make Christmas merry for those less fortu-
nate. 
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Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 

The 2020-2021 school year is off to a great start!  Our classrooms may 
look a bit different, however, everyone is settling into their new routines 
and working hard to do their very best.  I would like to thank our entire 
ACS community.  Your support has made this possible. 
 

Below is some information you may find helpful: 
 Parent Teacher Conferences:  Monday, November 16th has been 

set aside for Parent Teacher Conferences.  Parents will have the op-
portunity to choose from a virtual conference, a phone conference, or 
an email correspondence from their child’s teacher.  We will partici-
pate in a full day of conferences.  There will be no school for students 
in Grades K-6.  More information will be coming home soon. 

 

 Benchmark Testing:  This year our students will be completing I-
Ready diagnostic tests in ELA and Math.  These tests will help deter-
mine what our students already know and what they will need to work 
on this year.  Teachers will review the results with parents at confer-
ence time. 

 

 Intervention Blocks:  Each classroom teacher is providing inter-
vention to their students.  Intervention is typically a 30-minute block 
of time each day where teachers deliver extra help or enrichment in 
the various subject areas. 

 

 Remote Students:  Fridays will be our new material pick up day.  
Please call Mrs. Austin at 518-638-8243, ext. 119 for any questions or 
concerns. 

 

 Open House, Fire Prevention, Veterans’ Day, and               
Halloween:  We will continue to provide our students opportunities 
to learn and celebrate our annual school events.  These events, how-
ever, will look different and may be offered virtually or in a way that 
meets the CDC guidelines. 

 

 Birthday Parties and Celebrations:  Unfortunately at this time, 
students cannot bring in treats from home.  Our cafeteria staff is able 
to help provide birthday and holiday treats at a small cost.  Please 
reach out to Mrs. Wilkins at 518-638-8243, ext. 519. 

 

 Bucket Fillers and Student of the Month:  Our students are do-
ing an awesome job following our core values and being SCOT strong.  
Be on the lookout for bucket filler recognition slips from their teach-
ers.  We also celebrated our September Students of the Month.  Con-
grats to all our recipients. 

 

 ACS Website:  Be sure to periodically check our school website.  It is 
filled with valuable information. 

 
Please know my door is always open.  You can contact me anytime and I 
will do my best to answer any questions or concerns you may have. 
 

Thank you again for your continued support.  I look forward to working 
with you. 

Elementary Principal’s Message  

Dawn Wood  

 
 

 

Zaiden Augusta 
Arianna Bacon 
Brooke Bristol 
Caiden Brown 
Emmah Brown 
Autumn Catone 

Shaun Cirelli 
Keira Colton 
Ava Cormie 

Natalie Dickinson 
Noel Dickinson 
Lucas Downey 
Nora Frederick 

Benjamin Grieco 
Wyatt Humiston 

Lillian Jones 
Thomas Kitchner 

Zen Mallory 
Samantha Mattison 

Grayson McEvoy 
Jackson Mitchell 
Nadalie Pollock 

Emma Poprawski 
Noah Reid 
Anna Rizzo 

Ryder Royallminns 
Alivia Serviss 

Nathan Steinberger 
Emily Stott 

Kloee Winchell 
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Message from Argyle’s  
New School Social Worker 

Hello! 
 
My name is Annie Car-
penter and I am Ar-
gyle’s new social work-
er!  I am so excited to 
be part of this wonder-
ful community!  I have 
already met some 
amazing kids and I 
can’t be more excited to 
be here! 
 

A little about me, I am new to the North Coun-
try.  I moved here with my husband, Marc, our 
new baby Greyson, and our dog Kramer this 
past year from the Hudson Valley region.  
Originally, I am from Phoenix, Arizona!  My 
husband grew up in Glens Falls and it has 
been a dream of ours to raise our family here.  
We both love this area and we are so thrilled 
to be here.  I have been a social worker for 
about eight years and I have a lot of different 
experiences.  Working with kids is my favorite 
thing! 
 
I am here to help everyone at school be suc-
cessful.  I am here to listen to problems, help 
solve issues, support healthy friendships, 
manage anxiety and depression, and encour-
age goal setting.  I can teach self care tech-
niques, study skills and organization, be an 
advocate, and the list goes on and on!  I am 
also here to help students and their families 
get connected with resources in the communi-
ty that could be helpful to you.  This includes 
mental health, food, medical care, etc. 
 
This year has been very hard for everyone, and 
if you or your student is in need, please let me 
know!  Give me a call, email me, let your 
teacher know you want to speak with me, or 
stop by my office.  I would love to hear from 
you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Annie Carpenter, LCSW 
carpenter_a@argylecsd.org 
518-638-8243, ext. 516 
 
 

Things are certainly different 
than every before!  We are still 
active and doing what we can 
during these COVID times.  A 
few informative items. 
 
Ways to communicate 
with us: 
 Facebook Page:          

Argyle PTSA page 
with this Logo 

  
 PTSA email address:        

argyleptsa@argylecsd.org 
 
 PTSA Mailbox in the Main 

Office area 
 
PTSA Community  
Cookbook 
 We are collecting recipes 

for the cookbook!  Infor-
mation went to the elemen-
tary classes.  High School, 
community, faculty and 
staff can participate—check 
it out on our Facebook 
page! 

 
Updated Events 
 Book Fair—Possibly online 
 
 Picture Day—Tentative 

dates of November 12 and 
13 

 
We hope more than anything 
that you and your families are 
happy and healthy! 
 
PTSA Officers 

A Piece of the PTSA Updated Phone 
Directory   

Extensions 
518-638-8243 

 
 

Main Office  
Ext. 501 

 
Superintendent’s  

Office    
Ext. 504 

 
7-12 Principal’s 

Office 
Ext. 501 

 
Guidance Office 

Ext. 514 
 

Elementary  
Principal’s Office 

Ext. 515 
 

Special Education  
Office   

Ext. 543 
 

Attendance Aide 
Ext. 539 

 
Food Service  

Ext. 519 
 

Transportation 
Ext. 511 

 
Building & Grounds 

Ext. 520 
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Dear Parent, Guardian, and School Staff: 
 
New York State Education Law Section 409-H, effective July 1, 2001, requires all 
public and nonpublic elementary and secondary schools to provide written notifica-
tion to all persons in parental relation, faculty, and staff regarding the potential use of 
pesticides periodically throughout the school year. 
      
The Argyle Central School District is required to maintain a list of persons in parental 
relation, faculty, and staff who wish to receive 48-hour prior written notification of 
certain pesticide applications.  The following pesticide applications are not subject to 
prior notification requirements: 
 A school remains unoccupied for a continuous 72-hours following an application; 
 Anti-microbial products; 
 Nonvolatile rodenticides in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessible to 

children; 
 Nonvolatile insecticidal baits in tamper resistant bait stations in areas inaccessi-

ble to children; 
 Silica gels and other nonvolatile ready-to-use pastes, foams, or gels in areas inac-

cessible to children; 
 Boric acid and disodium octborate tetrahydrate; 
 The application of EPA designated biopesticides; 
 The application of EPA designated exempt materials under 40CRF152.25; 
 The use of aerosol products with a directed spray in containers of 18 fluid ounces 

or less when used to protect individuals from an imminent threat from stinging 
and biting insects including venomous spiders, bees, wasps, and hornets. 

 
In the event of an emergency application necessary to protect against an imminent 
threat to human health, a good faith effort will be made to supply written notification 
to those on the 48-hour prior notification list. 
      
If you would like to receive 48-hour prior notification of pesticide applications that 
are scheduled to occur in your school, please complete the form below and return it 
to Michael Healey Superintendent of Schools, School District pesticide representative 
at 5023 State Route 40, Argyle, NY 12809 (Phone #638-8243, ext. 504) (Fax #638-
6373). 
 

 
 

Argyle Central School District 
Request for Pesticide Application Notification 

Name:            
  
Address:            
Day Phone:                
Evening Phone:          
E-Mail Address:           
 
Please feel free to contact Michael Healey, Superintendent of Schools and Argyle Cen-
tral School District pesticide representative at Argyle Central School, 5023 State 
Route 40, Argyle, NY 12809 (Phone #638-8243, ext. 504) (Fax #638-6373) or (e-
mail address:  
Healey_m@argylecsd.org) for further information on these requirements. 

Pesticide State Requirements  

 
 

 
 
In accordance with 
the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Re-
sponse Act (AHERA) 
of 1987 (40 CFR Part 
763) all school em-
ployees, parents/
guardians, and all 
building occupants 
are hereby notified 
that the Argyle Cen-
tral School Asbestos 
Management Plan is 
available to the pub-
lic for review Mon-
day through Friday 
8:30 am to 2:30 pm. 
 
Under the AHERA 
Regulation, the 
school district is re-
quired to reinspect 
all facilities which 
contain asbestos ma-
terials once every 
three (3) years.  
Moreover, periodic 
surveillances are 
conducted by our 
Building and 
Grounds personnel 
on a regular basis. 
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Mrs. Bailey’s Vermiclassroom  

Grade 2 is on a grand adventure this year—Worm Farming!   
 
This worm farm is made possible by the Agricultural Literacy 
Grant by Agriculture in the Classroom (Cornell University).  
Mrs. Bailey wrote a grant proposal last spring for a worm farm 
and was so excited to hear of her award!  Grant money has been 
used to create a worm bin, secure red wiggler worms, and pur-
chase literature for the classroom regarding worms, compost-
ing, and gardening. 
 
Our work includes feeding the worms appropriate food, ensur-
ing their environment is prime for their growth and develop-
ment, and using their castings to grow great plants in the 
spring. 
 
Mrs. Bailey reports, “As a gardener, I have needed to amend my soil and work with adding com-
post to nurture my plants.  I had never thought about the amazing work that worms do for our soil 
until I read “Diary of a Worm,” a picture book by Doreen Cronin, to my students at school.  I was 
immediately hooked into the world of worms and started to dream about using worm tea to bene-
fit plants  Despite being from a rural area, my students are not connected to their land around 
them.  Because of this, I have decided to connect agriculture to my lessons whenever possible.” 
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A Message from your Food Service Director  

Welcome Back!  I am so happy to have the opportunity to be feeding your children breakfast and lunches—
whether they are here in the cafeteria or at home!  The goal of the Food Service Department this year is “back 
to basics” and to continue to feed our kids!  It may look differently this year—which we can still make fun—
even with masks on!  I plan to bring back the FAVORITES from last year and keep our BASICS! 

 WHO ARE WE?  Our Fabulous Food Service Team consists of myself and seven AMAZING people:  
Missy Irwin, Joy Hennessey, Mary Burden, Beth Durkee, Shannon Riley, Stacie Rozelle, and Chelsea Bates 
as a long-term substitute. 

 BREAKFAST is such an important part of the day!  Don’t forget to start your day with some of our      
special items!   

 All students have the option of getting breakfast each morning—whether they are dropped off or 
coming off the bus.  Students in Grades K-6 have GRAB’n GO bags available outside the Multipur-
pose Room each morning.  Grades 7-12 can get breakfast in the cafeteria before classes and during 
study hall — We stay open until 9:48 a.m. 

 LUNCH  
 Lunches are going to be BACK TO BASICS this year—we want to focus on simple and YUMMY 

choices so we can get the kids through the lines and in their seats to enjoy their meals! 

 We have main lunch, salads, sandwiches, and some other alternate lunches through the week. 

 FREE MEALS 
 We are currently offering ALL students FREE breakfasts and lunches EVERY DAY!  This is part of 

a federal program—TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT!  It does not take from anyone else.  It is a great 
way for your child(ren) to also try new things and not worry about wasting money!  If they normal-
ly bring lunch, they still can and come through and try a school lunch—use their home lunch as a 
back-up!  Any questions, please ask me. 

 CASH CHANGES 
 We will not accept CASH during lunch service.  We are avoiding any touching of money during ser-

vice of food. 

 Families can still send in checks or cash for Elementary children through the classroom teachers. 

 High School students should try to bring any checks and cash to the office or cafeteria first thing in 
the morning.  BEST OPTION is to pre-pay on My School Bucks at any time! 

 MYSCHOOLBUCKS is an excellent option to keep track of balances and purchases.  Visit 
www.myschoolbucks.com to manage your child’s account. 

 FREE AND REDUCED APPLICATIONS 
 All Free and Reduced information only carries over into Early October—Please get your 2020-2021 

applications filled out and returned!  When the Free Program ends, this will be in place—get your 
paperwork in NOW. 

 SAFETY 
 Kitchen safety will continue to be of upmost importance to our team!  We have procedures in place 

to adhere to guidelines that keep your students and our staff safe.  It is new for 
everyone but we are in it together and here for one another. 

Sincerely, 
Meaghan Wilkins 
518-638-8243, ext. 519 
wilkins_m@argylecsd.org 
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